
Switchgear, sensors and enclosures 
Lifts and escalators
Approved. Safe. Individual – for your application.



Already successfully  
Serving your industry for 75 years
At the foot of the Emperor William Monument in the town of  

Porta Westfalica, Hans Bernstein founded the company “BERNSTEIN 

Spezialfabrik für Schaltkontakte” in 1947. Today, the East Westphalian 

BERNSTEIN AG has more than 500 employees in 10 countries and is an 

internationally acting family-owned business that is already run by the 

third generation.

As a worldwide leading manufacturer of industrial safety switchgear 

and enclosures – BERNSTEIN combines these competencies in the 

business areas DETECT and PROTECT. Switchgear for the lift industry 

located in the business area DETECT has been an important part of our 

enterprise for many years and is used by our customers worldwide.

The business area PROTECT includes our enclosure portfolio with which 

BERNSTEIN has been establishing its reputation in numerous industrial 

segments for many years. In this catalogue we introduce these enclo-

sures to our lift customers the first time.

Especially customer-specific solutions belong to BERNSTEIN's 

strengths that we realise starting from the idea, through consultation, 

development, processing and implementation, all from one source. This 

is a service which distinguishes us from other competitors and pushes 

our customers a decisive step forward.

BERNSTEIN Company profile
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A real milestone.

»Over the years, I experienced not only the creation of new  

but also significant switch series changes in our manufac- 

turing technology. Our fully automatic manufacturing line 

for the C14 switch insert is state of the art technology – 

an important milestone for us in the BERNSTEIN factory  

in Hartum.«

— Bernd Borcherding | Production Manager, BERNSTEIN AG

DISTRIBUTORS  
are acting worldwide  
ensuring first class  
customer support

GENERATIONS  
characterise the 
successful family 
business

COMPANY FOUNDING
by Hans Bernstein in 
Porta Westfalica

IN62, IN65 AND I81 
supplement the product 
range of position switches
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Overspeed governors, door contacts, limit switches, 

safety device contacts, door zone contacts – since the 

beginning of the BERNSTEIN AG the lift industry played 

an important role and influenced the company more 

than any other industry. 

“Quality made in Germany” has made a name all 

over the world and the characteristic red BERNSTEIN 

switches and door contacts shape the image in many 

lifts and escalators. 

LIFT INDUSTRY Our solutions

»Going up!«
Safety in lift industry

Furthermore, the contact to our customers has a very 

high priority and several lift experts in China and  

Germany are available for their support. A well-coor- 

dinated team is at your disposal all the time.
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Brake monitoring

50 | 56 | 94

Overspeed governor 

speed monitoring

24 | 36

Limit switch – shaft head

24 | 40 | 46

Speed-monitoring – shaft head

24 | 40 | 46

Cabin escape hatch

monitoring 

10 | 24 | 59 | 72

Shaft Copy 

84

Inspection door shaft

monitoring

10 | 24 | 59 | 72

Shaft pit – 

speed monitoring

24 | 40 | 46

Safety-device monitoring

24 | 69

Telescopic handrail monitoring

59 | 72

Door zone signal 

84

Door contacts

10 | 59 | 72

Door contacts

10 | 59 | 72

Telescopic apron monitoring

59 | 72

Ladder 

monitoring 

59 | 72

Limit switch – shaft pit

24 | 40

Hydraulic buffer 

monitoring 

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 66

Hydraulic buffer monitoring

of counterweight

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 66

Slack rope monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 66

Did you know that ...

... lifts were already known in ancient times?

... Elisha Gravis Otis 1854 introduced the first  

    safety device at the International Exposition  

    Industry of all Nations in New York? This was  

    the birth of the modern lift.

... people are still researching on a space lifts since 

    the 1960s? A counterweight is to be positioned  

    geostationarily at a height of 35,786 m and  

    connected to the earth via a carrying system.  

    The actual lift could be a self-driving cabin.
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ESCALATOR INDUSTRY Our solutions

In the 1950s, in Germany it was all about one particular 

car that “moved on and on and on” – with high quality 

and being seen everywhere. And today it is the same 

for escalators that we take for granted. In department 

stores, in trains stations or airports, as well as at other 

public places, it strongly characterises the image of 

continuous movement and it is nearly impossible to 

imagine our everyday life without it. It is not even  

130 years ago that the first escalator provided for  

new mobility in New York. 

And it moves on. And on. And on.
Continuous safety

To ensure that an escalator remains operable for many 

years, it is serviced regularly and kept state-of-the-art. 

Whenever switches and sensors are required for this 

purpose, BERNSTEIN is exactly the right partner. Our 

products are used in escalators for the most diverse 

applications. Usually this is the position detection of 

coverings and components, but also handrail speed 

monitoring. We are also pleased to be at your disposal 

to provide you with custom-made products —  

Please contact us!

6



Comb plate open monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 60 | 66

Hand rail guard monitoring / entrance

24 | 56 | 60

Door-open monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 60 | 66

Cover monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 60 | 66 | 72

Base plate monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 60 | 66 | 72

Speed monitoring

94 | 98

Step chain monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 66

Did you know that ...

... the first escalator with moving steps was already put  

    into operation in Cologne (Germany) in the Kaufhaus  

    Tietz (today Kaufhof Schildergasse) by the company Otis  

    in 1920?

... the principle of “standing on the right, walking on the  

    left” is also used in Great Britain – despite of the left- 

    hand traffic?

... the longest escalator in Western Europa is the Tube in  

    the Elbphilharmonie in Hamburg? The bent escalator is  

    82 m long and brings the visitors to the public Plaza at  

    a height of 37 m within two and a half minutes.

Handrail speed

94 | 98

Step chain tension

monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 66

Missing step monitoring

24 | 40 | 46 | 56 | 60 | 66
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CONTENT Our products – Your solutions
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Door contacts

Position- and standard switches | Special switches

Position switches with separated actuator

Reed contacts

Inductive sensors

Guard locking device

Standard enclosures

“Just one more thing ...”  
— Please contact us

Certainly, we are offering all of our switches, sensors and 

enclosures in a customer-specific design. Do not hesitate to 

contact us. We would be happy to provide you with advice.

Tel   +49 571 793-0 | Fax +49 571 793-555

info@de.bernstein.eu | www.bernstein.eu
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A good team  
Door contacts of the SEL series

SEL switch family

For many years, the BERNSTEIN door contacts of the 

SEL series are an integral part of the lift industry. When 

it comes to supplying OEMs of delivering spare parts – 

you can find us everywhere in the world.

Due to its elastic design of the contacts, the contact 

plates are mechanically moved with each actuation; this 

causes a cleaning effect by the actuator. Dirt, dust, and 

possible oxide layers are rubbed away – the electrical 

contact is made reliably.

DOOR CONTACTS
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Product characteristics

The SEL1 is the basic switch with a height of 16 mm, 

a width of 50 mm and a depth of 24.5 mm. The fixing 

screws are in a usual distance of 40mm.

The SEL2 has a height of 19 mm; the other dimensions 

are the same as for SEL1. Additional to the SEL1 it has an 

integrated cable duct on the bottom side – therefore 

the wires for the connection of the contacts can be led 

through below the door contact.

The SEL3 is the youngest member of our door contact 

family. It is designed similar to the SEL1. However, the 

lower edges were reduced here to further reduce the 

dimensions. It has a height of 15 mm and with this it 

is flatter than the SEL1 by 1 mm. The operating height 

of the contact plates (7 mm) as well as the fixing 

dimensions are the same for the two switches. 

Please find the SEL1 and the SEL2 also as contact pin 

version PL in the BERNSTEIN product portfolio.
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SEL1 SEL2 SEL3

With separated actuator  
Door contacts SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3

DOOR CONTACTS
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